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Explores the lives of Jewish physicians and pharmacists 
in medieval Muslim lands 
 
This book collects and analyses the available biographical data on Jewish medical 
practitioners in the Muslim world from the 9th to the 16th century. The biographies 
are based mainly on information gathered from the wealth of primary sources found 
in the Cairo Geniza (letters, commercial documents, court orders, lists of donors) 
and Muslim Arabic sources (biographical dictionaries, historical and geographical 
literature). The practitioners come from various socio-economic strata and lived in 
urban as well as rural locations in Muslim countries. 
 
Over 600 biographies are presented, enabling readers to explore issues such as 
professional, daily and personal lives; successes and failures; families; Jewish 
communities; and inter-religious affairs. Both the biographies and the accompanying 
discussion shed light on various views and aspects of the medicine practised in this 
period by Muslim, Jews and Christians. 
 
Key Features 
•  Offers a unique insight into the life of Jewish physicians and pharmacists, their  
   families and communities in medieval Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Iran, North Africa,  
   Sicily and Andalusia 
•  Shows how Jewish practitioners participated in community leadership, in hospitals  
   and in the courts of the Muslim rulers 
•  Analyses the biographical data to provide information on the relationships among 
   Jews, Muslims and Christians, and between the common people and the elite 
 
Efraim Lev is a Professor in the Department of Israel Studies and current Dean of 
the Faculty of Humanities in the University of Haifa, Israel. His most recent books 
include Arabian Drugs in Early Medieval Mediterranean Medicine (Edinburgh 
University Press, 2016) (with Zohar Amar) and Medical Prescriptions in the 
Cambridge Genizah Collections (2012) (with Leigh Chipman)
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